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reluctance economically, giving ground politically only because
London is forcing the pace. In Trinidad and British Guiana
franchise reform is under consideration by ad hoc committees; in
Barbados the pressure of progressive elements has at last proved
strong enough to bring it about; and in all three colonies feeling
has been stirred by the grant of adult suffrage in the new Jamaican
constitution. The old Jamaican franchise was not ungenerous.
There were about 100,000 voters in a population of approxi-
-mately 1,250,000, about half of whom are under 21. The transi-
tion to complete democracy will increase the whole number of
voters at least sevenfold, and the number of women voters
perhaps a thousandfold. This vast extension of the electorate has
confronted Jamaican politicians with new problems as well as
with new opportunities and has already led to the formation of
newpartles. The West Indian mind is generous and with the issue
of the new constitution a sponge has been wiped over the past;
but the English observer cannot but regret that this great step
forward was only taken after a previous failure to satisfy Jamaican
aspirations, after a period of considerable tension in local politics
and after pungent American criticisms of British Institutions.
If one half of the Caribbean knew how the other half lived, It
would profit by these warnings and would hasten to complete
its franchise revision which, particularly in Barbados, has
proceeded at a snail's pace.

The greatest benefit that will follow from closer and more
regular contacts will be that each colony will become aware of
the other colonies' experiences and will consider their possible
bearings on its own affairs. There are, Indeed, West Indians who
would expect much more and that quickly; but those who talk
glibly of federation have not realized the practical difficulties
involved nor the strength of the prejudices to be overcome.
Federation is the consequence of a common will based upon
common thought, but there is no such community in the West
Indies, where public opinion is only just beginning to form.
Moreover, in spite of all that concurrent social legislation and the
Impulse towards more intimate contacts may achieve, there